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A Unique Opportunity
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Maple Ridge in Winter- Feb 2008




Background

In December 2006 the former Maple Ridge Golf Coutesed. For decades it had been one of most poanthenjoyable
courses in Southern New Jersey. For years it had keown as Tall Pines, later The Eagle’s Nestfaradly, Maple Ridge. It was
sold to the development company, IBG Partners, Laf®00 19th Street, NW Suite 275Washington DC,080BG moved forward
with plans to construct 123 homes on the site.

The Site

The Maple Ridge property consists of 112 acres amtidrn Gloucester County, NJ and is located wéstvoodbury-
Glassboro, Rd. and south of Bark Bridge Rd. Theheon portion of the property lies in Deptford Taship and the southern portion
in Mantua Township. It is a beautiful place. Thedgraphy is varied and aesthetic. There are opeatoves now on the former
greens and fairways. Groves and alleys of matundfers and deciduous trees are scattered acrodarntiscape. The terrain in many
areas is rolling and hilly, more reminiscent of fiedmont than the inner coastal plain of north@taucester County. The most
striking natural feature is a great stream vallepiigh which runs the Mantua Creek. There are avéasarsh and wetlands, and
patches of eastern hardwood forest.

Maple Ridge already has the look and feel of a pawk would simply be allowed to "naturalize". Thare paved walkways
(originally put in for golf carts) that are perfdor walking or jogging throughout the property ameb footbridges to cross Mantua
Creek. The cost to convert Maple Ridge to a pupbck and to maintain it would be minimal. Prevegtia large residential
development so close to Mantua Creek would alsp pedvent degradation of water quality from restéddmun off. Potential traffic
and highway congestion problems resulting fromdasgale development would also be ameliorated &ggpvation.

Nature at Maple Ridge

The property is home to abundant wildlife, incluglisuch mammals as White-tail Deer, Red Fox, Raccmuh Opossum. A
wonderful variety of birds can be spotted by evasual visitors. The many trees at Maple Ridge, bative and exotic make the site
a de facto arboretum. Knowledgeable naturaliste lgun the process of a natural resources inyeatdaple Ridge.

Wildlife Species Seen at Maple Ridge 2007-08

Birds

Brian & Paula Hayes List (Fall winter 2007)
(Note: The Hayes are expert birders. Brian Hayasftgmer president of the Gloucester County Na@ltd.)

Great Blue Heron

Great Egret

Canada Goose
American Black Duck
Mallard

Ring-billed Gull

Turkey Vulture

Black Vulture

Coopers Hawk
Sharpshinned Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk (albino adult - very rare)
Rock Dove

Mourning Dove

Great Horned Owl
Eastern Screech Owl
Belted Kingfisher
Red-Bellied Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

Yellow Bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker



Blue Jay

American Crow

Fish Crow

Tufted Titmouse

Carolina Chickadee
White-breasted nuthatch
Red-breasted nuthatch
Winter Wren

Golden crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird

Hermit Thrush

American Robin

Northern Mockingbird
European Starling

Northern Parula Warbler
Black and White Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler (Myrtle Race)
Yellow-rumped Warbler (Audubon's Race)
Prairie Warbler

Pine Warbler

Palm Warbler

Yellow Warbler

Common Yellowthroat Warbler
Northern Cardinal

Rufus Sided Towhee (Eastern Towhee)
Savannah Sparrow

Song Sparrow

American Tree Sparrow
Field Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
White-throated Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
Red-winged Blackbird
Brown-headed Cowbird
Common Grackle

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch

House Finch

Purple Finch

Gary Lizzi List
Birds of note | saw on Saturday morning- March 2208

* Clay-colored Sparrow

* Short-eared Owl

« Bald Eagle

* Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (on both lists)
* Rusty Blackbird

Total 67species
Note: This bird list is not the definitive list of apecies found at Maple Ridge or potentially pretleste. That number is very likely

even larger and we expect our list to increase trer as additional species are seen. Each spestax here has been sighted and
confirmed by an expert birder.



Other Wildlife

A formal natural resources inventory for mammadgtites, amphibians, fish and insects has not beee for the sight but all
indications are that wildlife is abundant and thmgy

Mammals- White-tail Deer, Red Fox (a fox den has also beeated) and Raccoon are confirmed and abundastaliéo very likely
that the Maple Ridge tract is home to the other mahspecies one would expect to see in Southern Nesey such as Opossum,
Grey Squirrel, Eastern Chipmunk and Southern Fig@qggirrel.

Reptiles, Amphibians and Fishindications are that turtles, snakes, frogs anansahders are abundant, particularly in the wetland,
pond and creek areas at Maple Ridge. Identificatiospecies will become possible when they becottigeain the warmer months.
To date, a Red-bellied Turtle was spotted on 380Red-eared Sliders in 4/08 and Wenonah resif&ave Kreck, recently

confirmed (and caught) a Largemouth Bass in thal amaple Ridge.

Plants at Maple Ridge

TREES, SHRUBS, AND WOODY VINES NOTED AT MAPLE RIDGE - APRIL 3, 2008

(Note: The tree and shrub survey was conducted by Karkpgah, one of New Jersey’s most respebtdnists and former director
of the Rancocas Nature Center.

TREES

Acer negundo - Box elder

Acer platanoides - Norway maple
Acer rubrum - Red maple

Acer saccharinum - Silver maple
Ailanthus altissima - Ailanthus
Betula populifolia - Gray birch
Carpinus caroliniana - Ironwood
Carya glabra - Pignut

Carya tomentosa - Mockernut
Catalpa sp. - Catalpa (need flowers/leaves tp i.d.
Cornus florida - Flowering dogwood
Fagus grandifolia - American beech
Fraxinus pennsylvanica - Green ash
llex opaca - American holly

Juglans nigra - Black walnut
Juniperus virginiana - Eastern redcedar
Liriodendron tulipifera - Tuliptree
Malus sp. - Apple

Morus alba - White mulberry

Nyssa sylvatica - Black gum

Picea abies — Norway Spruce
Pinus echinata - Shortleaf pine
Pinus rigida — Pitch Pine

Pinus strobus - White pine

Pinus virginiana - Virginia pine
Platanus occidentalis - Sycamore
Populus x jackii - Balm of Gilead
Prunus avium - Sweet cherry
Prunus serotina - Black cherry
Pyrus calleryiana - Bradford pear
Quercus alba - White oak

Quercus falcata - Southern red oak
Quercus palustris - Pin oak
Quercus prinus - Chestnut oak
Quercus velutina - Black oak

Salix babylonica - Weeping willow



Salix nigra - Black willow
Sassafras albidum - Sassafras
Thuja occidentalis - Arborvitae
Ulmus americana - American elm

SHRUBS

Clethra alnifolia - Coastal sweetpepperbush
Cornus amomum - Silky dogwood

Forsythia sp. - Forsythia

Kalmia latifolia - Mountain laurel

Ligustrum sp. - Privet

Lindera benzoin - Spicebush

Lonicera fragrantissima - Winter honeysuckle
Lonicera sp. - Honeysuckle (probably L. tataricd. omorrrowii)(need flowers/leaves to i.d.)
Rosa multiflora - Multiflora rose

Rubus occidentalis - Black raspberry

Rubus sp. - Blackberry

Salix discolor - Pussy willow

Sambucus canadensis - American elder
WOODY VINES

Celastrus orbiculatus - Asiatic bittersweet
Lonicera japonica - Japanese honeysuckle
Smilax rotundifolia - Common greenbrier
Toxicodendron radicans - Poison ivy

Vitis sp. - Grape (need leaves/fruit to i.d.)

A survey of herbaceous plants at Maple Ridge ian#d to begin this spring.

The Preservation Effort

In January 2008, Chuck Forsman of the Wenonahr&nriental Commission took the first steps of wiatrsbecame a full
fledged and broadly supported Maple Ridge presienvatffort. A call to IBG Partners/LLC showed tliaey were willing to sell the
property to Gloucester County as a park if pricel@¢de agreed upon. IBG then forwarded a formarihTo Sell to the county .It
must be noted that IBG has not abandoned its tardevelopment at Maple Ridge and will proceechwitose plans if sale to the
county cannot be agreed to and financed.

Chuck Forsman then contacted Ken Atkinson, DithefGloucester County Office of Land Preservatiod ¥icki Snyder,
Open Space Coordinator for Gloucester County wiphoposal for a nature park at Maple Ridge. Thappsal is currently under
study and both Ken and Vicki have expressed erdbuosfor the possibility of preservation.

The three municipalities most concerned with therf use of this land, The Township of Deptford.eThownship of
Mantua and the Borough of Wenonah have joined tegetb achieve this goal. Maple Ridge preservaktias received the support
and endorsement from:

Deptford Mayor Paul Medany
Deptford Planning Board Chairperson James Reed
Deptford Environmental Commission Chair Joan Tracy

Mantua Mayor Tim Chell
Mantua Planning Board Chairperson Ken Green
Mantua Environmental Commission Chair James Cromley

Wenonah Mayor Tom Capaldi

Wenonah Planning Board Chairperson John Zupko
Wenonah Environmental Commission Chair Rich Dilks
Wenonah Environmental Commission Bob Bevilacqua



Wenonah Environmental Commission Chuck Forsman
Wenonah Environmental Commission Scott Barnes
Wenonah Council Member Carl Hausman

Wenonah Borough Engineer Dave Kreck

A Maple Ridge Preservation Committee has beenddrto spearhead this effort and guide the prockessonring a county
park at Maple Ridge. By acting together we can lestreffective, utilizing the special talents of kviedgeable individuals while
providing a nucleus around with citizen can radlybting the power of broad public support to odort$. The committee consists of:

Chuck Forsman - Maple Ridge Project Coordinator.

James ReedDPeptford Planning Board Chairperson- municipakba.

Ken Green, Mantua Planning Board Chairperson - municipasdia.

John Zupko, Wenonah Planning Board Chairperson - municipé&dia

Bob Bevilacqua- County Liaison Representative.

Rich Dilks - Public Relations Representative.

Carl Hausman will investigate and pursue state and federaltgaad funding opportunities.

Scott Barnes- Maple Ridge Web Site Manager

Dave Kreck, Wenonah Borough Engineer, will provide technegbertise on engineering and governmental issues.

The Planning Board Chairpersons of each municiphbtve been appointed to the Preservation Comniitebeir respective mayors
as liaison to their municipal governments.

The Borough Council of Wenonah has a formal resmtubf support for Maple Ridge preservation. Simiksolutions by
Mantua & Deptford Townships are hoped to be passéthy 2008. On April 22, 2008, Ken Atkinson andckii Snyder both of the
Gloucester County Office of Land Preservation arekRolder Director, Steven Sweeney met with thearsagf Mantua, Deptford
and Wenonah to discuss the future of Maple Ridge.

Supporters of Maple Ridge Preservation

Preservation efforts have been met with broad atitusiastic support from the public and local coveton groups. Many
ordinary citizens have contacted the preservatommittee asking how they can help. An informal oigation called Supporters of
Maple Ridge(a membership list is available upon request.)dees formed to keep supporters informed and é&htknow what they
can do to help with the preservation effort.

Organizations Supporting Maple Ridge preservation

Local conservation groups that have rallied tosigport of a county nature park at Maple Ridgevidel

Gloucester County Nature Cluh Karen Kravchuck, President.

P.O. Box 563

Sewell, NJ 08080

Tele 856-582-7000 x110

Note: The Gloucester County Nature Club has paadedmal resolution at its Feb.2008 executive cotirmaimeeting endorsing the
preservation of Maple Ridge and has establishedplé/Ridge Preservation Fund to accept donati@ms members and supporters.

South Jersey Land & Water Trust
Christine Nolan, Director

P.O. Box 233

Glassboro, NJ 08028
Tele:856.881.2269

Email: contact@sjwatersheds.org

New Jersey Conservation Foundation
Janet Eisenhauer

Regional Manager, Delaware Bayshore
New Jersey Conservation Foundation



ph/fax: 609-624-1989
janet@njconservation.org
WWWw.hjconservation.org

Unexpected Wildlife Refuge
Director: Sara Summerville
P.O. Box 765

Newfield, NJ 08344

Tele: 856-697-3541

Conclusion

We in Gloucester County have a unique opportunitgreserve a special and beautiful place. With somof the surrounding open
space in Northern Gloucester County being loseteetbpment and urban sprawl, Maple Ridge can be@maasis of natural
diversity and beauty that can become a class rodirei open to teach our young people the lessoasvifonmental stewardship and
the wonders of the natural world. It can enrichlies of our citizens and preserve a piece ofregions natural history not only for
us today but for all those to come. We believe thatugh the good will and sincere efforts of datkdl individuals and private
organizations in cooperation with our municipalysty and state governments we can find creativatisols to the obstacles
confronting us and make the park at Maple Ridgestity.

Richard Dilks

Tele: 856-468-6342

Wenonah Environmental Commission
Maple Ridge Preservation Committee
April, 12, 2008



